MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2022
COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF SUMMIT
Distributed: 2/9/22
Approved: 2/15/22

The meeting was called to order by Council President Marjorie Fox at 7:40 PM. The City Clerk
then read the following notice:
“Adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the City Clerk’s Office in the preparation
of the Council Annual Meeting Notice, dated December 30, 2021, which was properly
distributed and posted per statutory requirements.
Please be advised that the FIRE EXITS are to my RIGHT, your left, and at the BACK OF THE
ROOM.
The City has a Listening System to assist the hearing impaired. If anyone needs hearing
assistance, please obtain the system at the Dais and return it thereafter.”
CALL TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
PRESENT:

Councilmembers Lisa Allen, Susan Hairston, Beth Little (virtual), Andy Minegar, Danny
O’Sullivan, Greg Vartan and Council President Marjorie Fox.

ABSENT:

None

Also in attendance were Mayor Radest and staff members Michael Rogers, City Administrator; Tammie
Baldwin, City Treasurer; Eric Evers, Fire Chief; Rosemary Licatese, City Clerk; Aaron Schrager, DCS
Director; Steven Zagorski, Acting Chief of Police; Matthew Giacobbe, City Solicitor.
Minutes of this meeting are recorded on CD # 2022-03

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular and Closed Session Meetings of January 18, 2022 – Upon motion of Councilmember
Hairston, duly seconded, the minutes were unanimously approved.
REPORTS
Items/issues noted hereunder, if any, reflect those recommending and/or needing action by City
department(s) or at a future council meeting.


Mayor, City Administrator and Council President

Mayor's Report:
Car Thefts - Mayor Radest read the following prepared statement:
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"Good evening, everyone. I want to talk a bit about the problem of auto thefts in our city. This is
a serious problem and requires efforts from law enforcement and residents.
To be clear, this is a complex problem and very well organized on the part of the thieves. Stolen
cars are either used immediately to commit additional crimes or are taken to the port and shipped
overseas in containers. Most of the thieves who steal our vehicles are juveniles and when
arrested they are almost automatically released because of the laws governing juvenile offenders.
Those who are adults are often released very quickly due to the recent bail reform laws enacted
by the Attorney General. Unfortunately, this encourages repeat offences. And lastly, even if
caught and convicted the penalty is not harsh because it is property theft without physical harm
to individuals. For the thieves, stealing motor vehicles is low-risk and high profit. Consequently,
it is even more important for our police and residents to work together.
Chief Zagorski and his command team have taken several important steps in the last two weeks
to combat this problem. They have increased targeted patrols in various neighborhoods; just this
weekend unmarked cars were stationed in certain locations and 80 extra hours of patrol coverage
was added. Last night, a residential patrol interrupted an attempted motor vehicle theft on
Whittredge Road. The SPD is interviewing technology companies to increase the city’s license
plate reader capability at our perimeter as well as in police vehicles. They have also taken other
serious steps, but I do not want to reveal their playbook for obvious reasons. Please believe me
when I tell you that our police department and council and I are taking this very seriously.
Last week I met with the mayors and police chiefs on the Chathams, Westfield, New Providence,
Millburn and Springfield. It was very informative and productive, and we will meet again at the
end of this month. The biggest take away was that every single one of these municipalities is
experiencing the same problem and nearly all stolen vehicles were unlocked with the key fobs in
the vehicles. The chiefs shared their data and the actions they are taking in their towns. Chief
Zagorski has begun to implement some best practices from other towns. Clearly increased
communication is important and to that end we are mailing a postcard to every household in
Summit which should go out shortly. I posted a video last week on the city’s YouTube channel,
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
With each stolen or attempted theft of a motor vehicle, we are continuing to send Nixle Alert and
Advisory messages. Nixle ALERT messages are issued in emergency “urgent must know”
situations like when there is a suspect on foot in a neighborhood that we need to apprehend.
When an ALERT message is put out, people who have registered an email address and a cell
phone number with Nixle, will receive a text message alert as well as an email alert. An
ADVISORY message is intended both for time-sensitive and non-time-sensitive important
neighborhood to community level information. ADVISORY type messages are issued for public
safety, health, weather, traffic, and similar kinds of information. When an ADVISORY message
is put out, people who have registered an email address and a cell phone number with Nixle, will
receive only an email alert, as the ADVISORY message defaults to the email address. If people
want to receive a text message for ADVISORY messages, they need to remove their email
address from their Nixle account. These are Nixle’s specifications and not ours.
We also regularly post messages on the SPD website reminding residents of criminal activity.
Finally, no matter how many actions the police take and no matter how many police officers are
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patrolling our city, the bottom line is that residents must do their part by locking their vehicles
and removing the keys. I know we live in a very safe and beautiful city, but we do live in a city,
and are close to several large cities. That is one of the reasons we all chose to live here. Yes, law
enforcement must shoulder the largest burden in dealing with auto theft, but public support is
vital for combatting such theft. I am working closely with council and the SPD to ensure the
voices of our neighbors are heard. I assure you that the comprehensive attack on motor vehicle
theft and other crimes in our community continues with the strength and purpose our residents
expect and deserve.
I implore you to work with me and lock your cars. Working together we can stem the tide of auto
thefts in Summit.”
PRESENTATION
Four Chaplains Day - Henry Bassman, Commander and William Rapp, Past Commander, of the
American Legion, Lindsey Street Post 322, provided a slide presentation, which is attached
hereto.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
COVID-19 Health Emergency - Jennifer Salzman of Essex Road, read from a prepared statement
which is hereto attached.
Irwin Miller, Knob Hill Road - read a letter into the record from Steven Scalese, which is hereto
attached.
In response, the City Solicitor explained that masks are mandated by the Governor’s Executive
Orders, which are the law and that municipalities cannot interfere.
Car Thefts - Larry Wise, Fernwood Road, thanked the Mayor and Chief of Police for
communicating with area neighbors regarding steps taken thus far. He questioned if the City has
involved any other levels of government in this matter and asked what was their reaction. He
also asked what the City's metrics are for success.
In response, Mayor Radest provided a summary of action taken so far and her meeting with
neighboring Mayors, with key points as follows:
1. Working with regional Mayors to address some changes to current bail reform law to bring
up to legislative leaders.
2. Is in constant contact with local representatives in the Assembly and Senate
3. Has been in contact with Congressman Malinowski about the judicial system, regarding
limitations put on law enforcement regarding car thefts.
4. Law enforcement can no longer pursue thieves in stolen vehicles due to the tremendous
safety risks associated with high speed pursuits.
Chief Zagorski, commented and responded to questions as follows:
1. Metrics include:
 Reduce the number of stolen and attempts to steal motor vehicles.
 Reduce number of incidents of thieves going on to private property.
2. No intelligence suggests those involved in the thefts are connected to organized groups.
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3. Due to laws, car thefts are low risk to the perpetrators yielding high profit.
4. Evidence collected from criminals is moved up to higher level law enforcement agencies.
5. No evidence suggesting sophisticated technology is being used in the car thefts in town.
Thefts are due to key fobs being left in cars.
6. If there is evidence which indicates such technology is being used, the public will be alerted.
7. Car manufacturers are addressing sophisticated technology being used by thieves.
8. Cars are hard to steal, except when fobs are left in the cars.
9. No indication that the perpetrators involved in the current thefts are confrontational or
violent, but there is always the concern that it could change.
Councilmember Allen, expressed her confidence in Chief Zagorski and stated that she looks
forward to working on the Safety & Health Committee.
Virtual Attendance by Councilmembers - Eileen Loschert, Lenox Road, expressed her opinion
regarding a “double standard” where councilmembers are allowed to participate at council
meetings virtually and residents are not.
In response, Council President Fox explained that per policy, Councilmembers have the option to
participate virtually. She reminded the public that the Mayor and Members of Council are
always available to speak with residents regarding their concerns via email or through in-person
discussions.
RESOLUTIONS
(Resolutions, which were not identified on the agenda as same, do not appear in the minutes in the
actual order in which they were addressed at the meeting, but under the proper committee heading
after those that were on the agenda. Those with the name of another committee in italics after it
indicate the other committee might have had some input.)

The respective Committee Chairman, Committee member, or Councilmember, as indicated for
the Committee, introduced the following resolution(s) and on motion, duly seconded and on roll
call, unanimously adopted or adopted by the vote shown, if any:
FINANCE
40150
1. Authorize Transfer of Appropriations - Operating Budget
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

40151

2.

RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:
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APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Vartan
Hairston
Allen, Fox, Hairston, Little, Minegar, O'Sullivan, Vartan

Authorize Emergency Temporary Appropriations - Municipal Operating
Budget
APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Vartan
Hairston
Allen, Fox, Hairston, Little, Minegar, O'Sullivan, Vartan
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FINANCE
Resolution Authorizing the Issuance of Not Exceeding $680,000 Special
40152
3.
Emergency Notes of the City of Summit, in the County of Union, New Jersey
LAW & LABOR
Certification of Compliance with the United States Equal Employment
40153
Opportunity Commission's "Enforcement Guidance on the Consideration of
Arrest and Conviction Records in Employment Decisions Under Title VII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964"
CAPITAL PROJECTS & COMMUNITY SERVICES
Appoint Construction Official / Building Subcode Official and Transfer All
40154
1.
Staff Appointments
40155

2.

Authorize Professional Services Agreement In Excess of $17,500.00 - Broad
Street West Redevelopment Planning and Real Estate Advisory Services
Phase VI - Not to Exceed $65,000.00

40156

3.

Authorize Contract Execution-Marketing & Transportation of Recycling
Materials March 1, 2022 through December 31, 2023

40157

4.

Authorize Execution of Grant Agreement Between City of Summit and the
State of New Jersey By and For the Department of Environmental Protection
Grant Identifier: UCF-2021-Summit-00026-RP

40158

5.

Authorize Submission of Tree City USA Recertification Application &
Annual Accomplishment Report

40159

6.

Authorize Change Order #1 & Final - Edgar Street Improvement Project Cifelli & Son General Contracting Inc. (-$17,155.03)

40160

7.

Declare Vacancy - Department of Community Services - Part-Time Secretary
II

40161

8.

Declare Vacancy - Dept. of Community Services - Uniform Construction
Code Division - Building Inspector

CONSENT AGENDA
Staff reports are attached, as appropriate, when resolution is not self-explanatory. Matters
authorizing action, licenses, or granting permission have met all department qualifications.
RESULT:
MOVER:
SECONDER:
AYES:

APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]
Vartan
O'Sullivan
Allen, Fox, Hairston, Little, Minegar, O'Sullivan, Vartan

SAFETY & HEALTH
Amend Event Date - Summit Chinese American Association - Chinese New
40162
Year Celebration
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FINANCE
40163
1. Authorize Payments - 2022 Shared Dispatch Center Quarterly Assessments
40164

2.

Authorize Payments - Union County Purpose Tax and Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Taxes - 2022 First and Second Quarters

40165

3.

Authorize Refund - Overpayment of 2021 Taxes

40166

4.

Authorize Refunds - Department of Community Programs

40167

5.

Authorize Payment of Bills and Payroll - $2,264,308.59

COUNCIL MEMBERS' COMMENTS/NEW BUSINESS
Items/issues noted hereunder, if any, reflect those recommending and/or needing action by City
department(s) or at a future council meeting which are not already being addressed by a
committee.
None
ADJOURNMENT – Upon motion of Councilmember Hairston, duly seconded and unanimously
approved, the meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Rosalia M. Licatese, City Clerk

MINUTES ATTACHMENTS
1. Presentation - The Four Chaplains - Presented by Henry Bassman, Commander and William
Rapp, Past Commander - American Legion Lindsey Street Post #322
2. Public Comment - J. Salzman, re COVID-19 Health Emergency Concerns
3. Public Comment - I. Miller, Knob Hill Drive, re Public Health Emergency - Mask Mandate
for Children
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Presentation - The Four Chaplains
2/1/22 Council Meeting

1

The Four Chaplains
Henry Bassman
February 1, 2022

2

*** (Title)
This Thursday, February 3, will be the 79th Anniversary of the
sinking of the US Army Transport, Dorchester during World War 2.
February Third is now commemorated as Four Chaplains Day, due
to the heroic and selfless acts of four Army chaplains who were
aboard the Dorchester.

Here is the remarkable story of the Four Chaplains.

*** (Dorchester)
The troop ship Dorchester departed St. John’s Newfoundland for an
American base in Greenland on January 23, 1943.

Four chaplains were aboard the ship. Like so many people in World
War 2, they came together from different backgrounds, and had
become colleagues and friends during their training at Army
Chaplain’s School. They were:

*** (Four Chaplains)
 Methodist Minister George L. Fox
was born in Lewistown, Pennsylvania. When he was 17, he left school,
joined the Army and served in World War I as a medical corps
assistant. He was awarded the Silver Star, Purple Heart and the
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French Croix de Guerre. After the war he attended Illinois Wesleyan
University and the Boston University School of Theology, where he
was ordained a Methodist minister. In 1942, Fox volunteered to serve
as an Army chaplain. He began active duty on August 8, 1942.
 Rabbi Alexander D. Goode
was born in Brooklyn, New York on May 10, 1911. He was ordained
by the Hebrew Union College and later received a PhD from Johns
Hopkins University. He originally applied to become a Navy chaplain
in January 1941, but failed the physical. After the attack on Pearl
Harbor, he applied to the Army and was accepted.
 Dutch Reformed Minister Reverend Clark V. Poling was born
in Columbus, Ohio, the son of an evangelical minister who was
rebaptized in 1936 as a Baptist minister. Poling studied at Yale
University's Divinity School and was ordained in the Reformed
Church in America. With the outbreak of World War II, he applied to
serve as an Army chaplain.
 Father John P. Washington was local to New Jersey. He was born
in Newark, studied at Seton Hall, graduating with an A.B. Degree,
He entered Immaculate Conception Seminary in Darlington, New
Jersey and was ordained a priest of the Catholic church. Shortly

4

after the Pearl Harbor attack, he received his appointment as a
chaplain in the United States Army.

Shortly after midnight on February 3, the Dorchester was struck by
three torpedoes from a German Submarine. The torpedoes tore a
hole in the starboard side of the ship from below the water line to the
top deck. All electricity was knocked out. The ship was without light
or a public address system. Panic set in, many were trapped below
decks. Abandon ship had to be passed from man to man. The four
chaplains calmed the men, helped the wounded, handed out life
vests and directed men to life boats. When the chaplains ran out of
life vests they gave theirs to four other young men.

One sailor, Petty Officer John J. Mahoney, tried to re-enter his cabin
but Rabbi Goode stopped him. Mahoney, concerned about the cold
Arctic air, explained he had forgotten his gloves. “Never mind,”
Goode responded. “I have two pairs.” The rabbi then gave the petty
officer his own gloves. In retrospect, Mahoney realized that Rabbi
Goode was not conveniently carrying two pairs of gloves, and that
the rabbi had decided not to leave the Dorchester.

As the ship began to sink, one witness, Pvt. William B. Bednar,
found himself floating in oil-smeared water surrounded by dead
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bodies and debris. “I could hear men crying, pleading, praying,”
Bednar recalls. “I could also hear the chaplains preaching courage.
Their voices were the only thing that kept me going.”

*** (Chaplains Arm-in-Arm)
As the Dorchester went under, the four chaplains were seen linked
arm-in-arm, praying. According to some reports, survivors could
hear the prayers of the chaplains with English, Hebrew and Latin
being recited simultaneously.

672 of the 902 officers, enlisted men, merchant seamen and civilian
workers aboard died. Many of the survivors owe their lives to the
courage and leadership exhibited by four chaplains, who, in
sacrificing their lives, created a unique legacy of brotherhood.

*** (Medals)
The four chaplains were posthumously awarded the Distinguished
Service Cross, the second highest Army award for extraordinary
heroism, and the Purple Heart. There were many in Congress who
wanted to bestow the Medal of Honor on the men but were
prevented from doing so because regulations require that Medal of
Honor recipients perform with valor while under direct enemy fire. In
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1960, Congress unanimously awarded a special gold medal to the
families of the four chaplains in their memory.

We need to understand that in the 1940s, our country was sharply
divided along religious lines. Until the Dorchester, there was no
mention in print of Catholics, Protestants and Jews working together
in a common cause, and especially in prayer. It was a
transformational moment for America.

*** (Four Chaplains Memorial)
Today the memorial to deceased Chaplains in Arlington National
Cemetery is dedicated to the Four Chaplains and to all chaplains
who served.

A few years ago, while visiting Arlington Cemetery, I walked over to
the section with the newest graves, most of which were for men and
women who died in Afghanistan and Iraq. In Arlington is a nondenominational cemetery. People are buried based upon what they
have in common, having died in service to our country.

*** (Together Forever)
On the row of the newest graves, I came upon these two. The
gravestones were not aligned perfectly in military fashion because
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they had been buried recently and the ground was still settling. As I
stood in front of these graves of two soldiers, one a Jew, the other a
Moslem. I was moved by the realization that in many other
countries, these two men would be mortal enemies. In America,
they were brothers in arms, who were laid to rest beside one
another, and who will be together forever. To me, the example of
unity, regardless of religious affiliation, is the most significant and
long-lasting contribution of The Four Chaplains.
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Public Comment
2/1/22 Council Meeting
Jennifer Salzman, Essex Road, Summit, NJ
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transmission and
The CDC's
CDC’s guidelines
guidelines make
make it
it impossible
impossible for
for
transmission
and infection
infection rate
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regular work
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II.

Masking young
young children
children against
against scientific
scientific evidence
Masking
evidence

Current CDC
CDC guidance
guidance states
states that
that children
children over
over the
the age
age of
of two,
two, whether
whether vaccinated
vaccinated or
or
Current
14
The
extent
of
the
protection
masks
not,
should
wear
masks
in
school
and
other
indoor
settings.
not, should wear masks in school and other indoor settings.14 The extent of the protection masks
provide, particularly
particularly in
in schools,
schools, remains
remainsunknown—and
unknown—andititmight
mightbe
bevery
verysma11.15
small. 15 The
The CDC
CDC
provide,
continues to
rely on
continues
to rely
on and
and cite
cite to
to aa flawed
flawed study
study from
from Arizona,
Arizona, which
which the
the CDC
CDC published
published in
in its
its
16
Morbidity and
and Mortality
Mortality Weekly
Weekly Report,
Report, to
to defend
defend masking
masking children
children in
in schools.16
schools. This
This study
study did
did
Morbidity
not control
control for
for days
actually spent
not
days students
students actually
spent in
in the
the classroom,
classroom, improved
improved ventilation,
ventilation, vaccination
vaccination
Instead, the
the schools
schools without
without mask
mask mandates
mandates were
were in
status or
or other
other mitigation
mitigation measures.17
measures. 17 Instead,
status
in
session for
for more
more days
session
days during
during the
the data
data collection
collection than
than those
those who
who had
had mask
mask mandates—nearly
mandates—nearly
doubling the
the in-person
in-person time
time for
for students
schools without
without mask
mask mandates.18
mandates. 18 The
The Arizona
Arizona study
study
doubling
students in
in schools
data does
effectiveness for
data
does not
not paint
paint an
an accurate
accurate picture
picture of
of mask
mask effectiveness
for children
children in
in school.
school.
Further, other
studies relied
relied upon
upon by
by the
the CDC
CDC do
do not
not show
show that
that masks,
masks, on
on their
their own,
own,
Further,
other studies
provide any
any additional
additional protection
protection to
to children.19
children. 19 Several
Several experts
experts note
note itit is
is entirely
entirely possible
possible that
that
provide
open windows
windows or
or increased
increased ventilation
ventilation accounts
accounts for
nearly all
all the
the mitigation
mitigation benefit
open
for nearly
benefit in
in aa
classroom and
interventions may
may contribute
contribute only
only aa marginal
marginal benefit
benefit or
or none
none at
at
classroom
and other
other “layered”
"layered" interventions
20
01.2°
all.
We have
have evidence
evidence of
problems with
with requiring
requiring young
young children
children to
to wear
wear masks
We
of significant
significant problems
masks
all day.
day. Practically
Practically speaking,
speaking, children
children who
who need
need glasses
glasses have
have difficulty
difficulty seeing
seeing when
when the
the mask
mask
all
fogs
fogs their
their lenses,
lenses, masks
masks cause
cause severe
severe acne
acne and
and other
other skin
skin problems,
problems, and
and they
they can
can be
be aa distraction
distraction
for
learn. 21 More
Moreimportantly,
importantly, studies
studies show
show that
that reading
reading lips
lips is
is aa crucial
crucial part
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children trying
trying to
to learn.21
part of
of
even
more
so
for
bilingual
language
development
for
children
starting
around
8
months
of
age—even
more
so
for
bilingual
language development for children starting around 8 months of age
children. 22 Studies
Studiesshow
show 44- to
to 6-year-old
6-year-old bilingual
bilingual children
children lip-read
lip-read more
more when
when they
they are
children.22
are
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children in
in school
school where
where
confronted with
an unfamiliar
unfamiliar language.23
language. 23 Masking
confronted
with speech
speech in
in an
they may
may be
be learning
learning in
in their
their secondary
secondary language
language creates
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additional barriers
barriers to
to learning.
learning.
they
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Further,“[r]eading faces
faces is
is critical
critical for
Facial expressions
expressions
Further,"[r]eading
for social
social emotional
emotional learning.”
learning."24
Facial
are integral
integral to
to human
human connection
connection and
and social
social learning,
particularly for
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are
learning, particularly
for young
are
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to learn
learn how
how to
to signal
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other emotions.25
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According to
to Dr.
Dr. Lucy
Lucy McBride,
McBride, aa wellwellemotionless interactions,
interactions, anxiety,
anxiety, and
and depression.
emotionless
depression.26
According
respected Washington,
respected
Washington, D.C.
D.C. physician,
physician, children
children “need
"need to
to see
see faces
faces to
to develop
develop emotionally
emotionally and
and
socially at
at those
those ages”
yet it
it appears
appears the
the CDC
CDC has
has failed
failed to
to consider
consider the
adverse consequences
socially
ages" yet
the adverse
consequences
27
when
when masking
masking young
young children.
children.27

Worldwide, countries
have forgone
forgone mask
mandates in
in schools
schools due
due to
to the
the adverse
adverse
Worldwide,
countries have
mask mandates
consequences for
For instance,
instance, the
the European
European Centre
Centre for
for Disease
Disease Prevention
Prevention and
consequences
for children.
children. For
and
Control recommends
recommends against
against primary
primary school
school children
children wearing
wearing masks.28
masks. 28 The
The World
World Health
Health
Control
29
Organization says
Many of
of America's
America’s peer
peer
Organization
says no
noone
oneunder
under66years
yearsofofage
ageshould
shouldwear
weara amask.
mask.'
Many
nations around
around the
the world—including
world—including the
the U.K.,
U.K., Ireland,
Ireland, all
all of
of Scandinavia,
France, the
nations
Scandinavia, France,
the
Netherlands, Switzerland,
Switzerland, and
and Italy—have
Italy—have exempted
exempted children,
children, with
with varying
varying age
age cutoffs,
cutoffs, from
from
Netherlands,
wearing masks
no evidence
evidence of
an uptick
uptick in
wearing
masks in
in classrooms
classrooms with
with no
of an
in school
school outbreaks
outbreaks in
in those
those
30
countries relative
relative to
countries
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schools in
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the U.S.
U.S.3°
III.
CDC’s
failure
accountfor
forharm
harmto
to children
children
III. CDC's
failure
toto
account
Preliminary
Evidence
Omicron variant
not more
more severe
severe for
for children.31
children. 31 Preliminary
Evidence shows
shows that
that the
the Omicron
variant is
is not
data suggests
data
suggests that
that compared
compared with
with the
the Delta
Delta variant,
variant, Omicron
Omicron appears
appears to
to be
be causing
causing milder
milder illness
illness
32
in children,
children, similar
Muchof
ofthe
the rise
rise in
in recent
recent pediatric
pediatric admissions
admissions results
results from
from the
the
in
similar to
to adults.
adults.32
Much
33
sheer number
number of
of children
children who
who are
are becoming
infected. In
Infact,
fact,the
the hospitalization
hospitalization rate
rate for
for
sheer
becoming infected.33
vaccinated school-aged
school-aged kids,
during the
the peak
peak of
Omicron surge
to 33 per
per
vaccinated
kids, during
of the
the Omicron
surge in
in New
New York
York is
is just
just 22 to
34
million.34
million.
There
There have
have been
been 841
841 deaths
deaths related
related to
to COVID-19
COVID-19 for
for Americans
Americans under
under the
the age
age of
of 18
18
since the
While each
each death
death is
is tragic,
tragic, all
children are
are suffering
suffering
since
the pandemic
pandemic began.
began. While
all of
of America’s
America's children
mentally, physically,
physically, and
and emotionally
emotionally due
due to
to the
the circumstances
circumstances we
mentally,
we are
are placing
placing them
them in
in under
under
false
false hope
hope of
of completely
completely preventing
preventing COVID-19.
COVID-19.
For instance,
instance, nearly
nearly 2,000
2,000 Americans
For
Americans under
under 18
18 years
years of
of age
age died
died from
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child abuse
abuse and
and
35
neglect in
2019—about five
deaths per
Thesenumbers
numbers are
are likely
likely higher
higher now
now as
as children
children
neglect
in 2019—about
five deaths
per day.
day.35
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are shuttered
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in with
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abusers; with
around they
are
with no
no other
other adults
adults around
they can
can reach
reach out
out to
to for
for help
help
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are not
not able
able to
to look
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for and
and report
report signs
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of abuse.
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Children and
and teenagers
teenagers are
Children
are experiencing
experiencing aa mental
mental health
health crisis
crisis of
of historic
historic proportions—
proportions—
the U.S.
U.S. Surgeon
Surgeon General
General has
has issued
issued aa warning
warning and
and the
the American
American Academy
Academy of
of Pediatrics
Pediatrics
the
declared aa national
mental health.36
health. 36 Suicide
Suicide attempts
attempts have
have risen
risen
declared
national state
state of
of emergency
emergency in
in children’s
children's mental
sharply for
for adolescents
suicide attempts
sharply
adolescents with
with suicide
attempts by
by 1212- to
to 17-year-old
17-year-old girls
girls rising
rising 51
51 percent
percent from
from
37
early 2019
Earlyestimates
estimates show
show there
there were
were more
more than
than 6,600
6,600 suicide
suicide deaths
deaths in
early
2019 to
to early
early 2021.
2021.37
Early
in
38
2020 among
among youth
youth age
age 10-24
in the
the U.S.38
U.S. Historically,
Historically, the
the suicide
suicide rate
rate for
for black
black children
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is
2020
10-24 in
39
twice that
that of
of white
twice
white children.
children.39
IV.
Conclusion
IV. Conclusion
There
guidelines and
There is
is no
no question,
question, as
as we
we enter
enter the
the third
third year
year of
of this
this pandemic,
pandemic, CDC’s
CDC's guidelines
and
policies
have
failed
to
factor
in—let
alone
prioritize—children’s
social,
emotional,
and
policies have failed to factor in—let alone prioritize—children's social, emotional, and
40
Infact,
fact,CDC
CDC isis undermining
undermining its
its own
own credibility
credibility as
as it
it continues
continues to
educational development.
educational
development.40
In
to
jeopardize an
In order
order to
to better
better understand
jeopardize
an entire
entire generation’s
generation's development.
development. In
understand the
the CDC’s
CDC's
decisions regarding
children, please
please schedule
schedule aa staff
staff briefing
briefing on
on all
all of
of the
the above
above topics
decisions
regarding America’s
America's children,
topics
no later
later than
no
than February
February 7,
7, 2022.
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